Candidates in the Average Achievement Group

Candidates displayed a good understanding of the task in Section A. However, performance
was better where questions required only recall and understanding skills. Generally,
students fared quite well in Section A, getting a least 8 items correctly attempted. ltems
which posed problems are 4, 5 and 10 while item 8 is the easiest.

Section B produced better-than-average performance. There were questions Ileft
unanswered in Sections C and D. Some candidates who used their own words to answer the
comprehension questions inadvertently penalized themselves because their limited
competency resulted in grammatical and spelling errors which sometimes caused distortion
of meanings.

Candidates in the Low Achievement Group

Almost all the students attempted Sections A and B but most of them performed badly.
Candidates displayed very poor reading skills. Lifting and over lifting for Sections B and C
were evident and the candidates did not show understanding of the task or text. Some
candidates did not even attempt Sections B, C and D.

DETAILED PERFORMANCE
SECTION A (QUESTION 1 —15): MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

Strength and Weakness of Candidates:
Question 1

A very high percentage of the candidates managed to draw the correct conclusion based on
the map and keys given. They were able to link habitat of animals to “wild-life”. The
distractors were distantly related.

Question 2

Most of the candidates were able to make the correct inference from the article to choose
the correct answer. They were able to arrive at the answer from the first sentence ‘o reduce
crime’ to mean “fo bring down.” The most popular incorrect option chosen by candidates is
Option C. Candidates probably misread the word “request” as in its passive form, thus
making the conclusion.

Question 3

Many candidates drew the right conclusion to get the comect answer. Candidates who
understood the phrase “I feit that someone had put his dirty hands all over my chifdhood”
could draw the conclusion that the writer could probably be angry or upset

Question 4

This is a tricky question for those who did not read carefully. Less than half of the candidates
could infer correctly. Candidates managed to draw the comrect conclusion hased on two
boxes found in the stimulus (a form) given. Option ‘A’ appealed to some candidates because
in the text, the phrase “free gifts to new subscribers” was highlighted and thus they wrongly
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concluded option A as the answer. Good candidates knew that the answer lies in the
information given against the two boxes.

Question 5

This item on “vocabulary” is a good assessment tool and the key and distractors have been
well chosen. This seems to be the worst fared item with less than half of the candidates
getting it right. Questions like this really test the candidates’ word power and it is surprising
that many did not know that courtesy has everything to do with politeness.

Question 6

This guestion is quite direct, requiring the candidates to link “get in touch with” with ‘can
call” and majority of the candidates could answer correctly. Very weak candidates chose
Option A. This could be due to candidates’ life experience that they do not call the town
council on issues like attending a talk, thus making ‘A’ a not probable option.

Question 7

This question requires the candidates to read for details and many could get the right
information on what paricipants of the contest can do. The information in the given
poster tells us that only option C contains the correct information. The other distractors
contain inaccurate information. This could be due to the fact that candidates are familiar
with the term “closing date” and its implications.

Question 8

The information given suggests that the male character in the comic is assuring his wife that
he can handle himself even when he is sick. Candidates did not have any problem in
identifying option ‘D’ as the key.

QUESTIONS 9 — 15 (Cloze Passage)

The items are based on a cloze text. They are all grammar items which evaluate the
candidates’ knowledge of prepositions, verb forms, conjunctions, articles, connectors,
adverbs and vocabulary. The context is an account of a boy named Khai whom doctors
identify as an ‘elective mute’. This theme (people) and topic is within the curriculum
specifications.

Question 9

...- he was what doctors call elective mute’.

ltem being tested — the indefinite article. Almost two-thirds of the candidates were able to
answer it correctly. Only two other distractors could be set for this item and that is why there
are only three options. Majority of the candidates eliminated option A as they knew that for

the word “elective” if an indefinite is needed, it should be “an” not “a”. Those who chose
Option A could be very weak candidates.

Bahasa Inggeris 2 3 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2007



Question 10
Although he talked at home, he refused to speak at school.

Candidates needed to have some knowledge of adverbs to be able to answer this item
correctly. Weak candidates were not able to get the correct answer probably because they
were distracted by the common adverb that they are more familiar with for “talking”, i.e. to
talk loudly. Only good candidates were able to get the clue as to talk “freely” from the main
clause “he refused to speak at school’ and the connector; “Although”.

Question 11

Unable fo explain Khai's problem, his teachers recommended music a tool fo help
him,

Average and good candidates were able to identify the correct answer because of the flow in
the sentence which means music is used as a method/means in the sentence, therefore “as”
is the appropriate answer.

Question 12

the school counsellor Diane met Khai, she presented him with a range of
instruments.

Most candidates were able to answer correctly because this item is relatively easy and
straightforward. If candidates understood the meaning of the preceding sentence, they
should have been able to see that the logical connector needed is “when”.

Question 13

Khai liked the drum he foflowed Diane’s drum beat.

Most of the candidates were able to identify “so” as the comect logical connector. The
second part of the sentence should be a good help for the candidates to arrive at the cormect
answer that the connector needed must show a “cause and effect” situation to fulfil the idea
in the preceding sentence

Question 14

He even in a school play.

This question evaluates the candidates’ ability to use the right vocabulary to complete the
sentence. Average and good students were able to identify the correct verb as “performed”.
Weak candidates may choose “attended” as the answer mainly because the word “attended”
is more familiar to them but good candidates will know that the accurate word is “performed”
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Question 15
Now at seventeen, he like a normal teenager.

This item evaluates the candidates’ knowledge on the simple present tense. Weak
candidates might have chosen “talked” as the answer mainly if they missed the word “now”
in the beginning of the sentence.

SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1. Read widely to be familiar with structures and vocabulary as this helps in identifying
the correct response in a cloze text.

2. Do a lot of writing practice to consolidate and reinforce vocabulary and structures.

3. Use the dictionary to understand not only the meanings of words but also how to use
them correctly.

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

1. Teach and familiarize the candidates with cloze texts.

2. Teach candidates to identify syntax patterns and functional connectors.

3. Expose the candidates to new words especially those listed in the curriculum
specifications.

4. Teach grammar items.

SECTION B (QUESTION 16-25): INFORMATION TRANSFER

Information on FIVE types of mushroom is given and for the first five questions (Questions
16- 20), candidates have to name the most appropriate mushroom for a given person. The
remaining five questions test candidates’ ability to use the information provided in the
question to complete sentences.

STRENGTH

1. The majority of the candidates were able to understand the instructions and retrieve the
relevant information that is required.

2. They were also able to lift the necessary portions of the text/stimulus to complete the
sentences.

3. Almost all the candidates attempted this section but many did not attempt section C and
section D.

4. Better candidates were more precise with their selection and were able to present
concise and accurate answers.

WEAKNESSES

—_—

. Candidates completed the sentences given but also offered another new sentence.
2. Candidates also tend to lift randomly and provide irrelevant response.

3. Candidates lifted extensively and so there was intrusion of other ideas which were
irrelevant to the answer.
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4. Spelling errors were evident and prevalent as some words are difficult to spell, like
syndrome, fluidity, carbohydrates and cholesterol.
5. Punctuation, especially with upper case, is not always observed.

DETAILED PERFORMANCE
Question 16

Most candidates could give the correct answer as ‘Dancing Mushroom.” The most popular
inaccurate answer was “Woodear Mushioom” Candidates could have used their
background knowledge to conclude that people with high blood pressure would have
problems with fluidity of the blood.

Question 17

Many candidates, even the weak ones were able to answer correctly. This is because the
reading skills required is only “read and match” and the clue is “pains in her back”

Question 18

As in question 16, some candidates used their background knowledge that people with poor
blood flow could mean having high blood pressure and thus wrongly identify “Dancing
Mushroor" as the answer.

The better candidates who gave “Woodear Mushrooini' as the answer were able to process
the information that to cure poor blood flow means to improve in circulation.

Question 19

This is a very easy item as candidates needed only to look out for the word “heart’ to get the
answer. This might be the reason that almost all candidates could give the right answer.

Question 20

Like question 19, this is a very direct question. Candidates only needed to look out for the
word “cholesterol’ to get the answer. Hence, most of the candidates could give the right
answer.

Question 21

Mushrooms with a lot of iboflavin and niacin help..................

It is easy to complete the sentence as candidates just could use the last two lines in the
literature on “Shiifake” to complete the sentence accurately.

Question 22
Ling Zhi can be used fo freat ......

Like question 21, candidates could easily arrive at the answer by zooming in to the word
“freaf” found in the first line of the text on “Ling Zhi" to give the answer as ....fiver disorders
and arthritis.
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Mistakes made;

s Many candidates completed the sentenceswith the extra mformation ... for & 000 yvears
making the response inaccurate. (factually wrang)

§ —

22 Ling Zhi can be used to treat ..l.u':.rﬁr:...dﬁ?mxhta.-_m.,.tilhﬁiﬂ....fa:...‘}uﬂu...mrre.-......

s Samewent an to write twao sentences, e.q.

22 Ling Zhi can be used to treas HVEC_ciSeraters. /b phe strengthcns
K hearf :

s Some gave extra information which is incorrect.

21 Ling Zhi can be wsed to treat
Hloed el 'Hﬂ‘?

fve= dioiders, artheifs, The beod ad

[Respanze s factuaily wrong because Ling Zhi does not treat blood clat]
Question 23
Oyater Mushroamisrchin ... ...
Like question 21, candidates could easily arrive at the answer by completing the sentence
starting from the word rich as found in the first line of the text on "Cyster Mushroom” to
complete the sentence with "nuintionz! wvalves" Most of the candidates gave the right
respaonse.
Question 24
Eating Dancing Mushroomscontrols ...
Like guestion 21, candidates could easily arrive at the answer by continuing from the word
"coptrol” found in the last line of the text on "Dancing Mushroom," to give the answer as
woo....blood glucose level. Candidates could also pick information from the preceding line to
give "tumour growth” as the answer

Mistakes made;

e Somewent on to write a new sentence after completing the first sentence.

24 Eating Dancing Mushrooms controls .. 2&m.g 4 SLORSA AL A8 B0 0 ARl 8nn..

R A AT AR R e AL m R SR S R T LT T [T ark]
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s Some gave extra information inthe same sentence but meaning is distorted e.g.

24 Eating Dancing Mushrooms controls .IU’“'-”

JR——

cobby T Gf—"‘“-t’“‘“”"ﬂ’fz;’iﬂ“ [t meark]

Question 25

Beaides improving Blood circulation, Woodear Wushroom helps peaple with ...

This question seemed to give a lot of problems to candidates. Many could not complete the
sentence without distorting the idea.

Mistake s made;

e Some interpreted the word "with" as a means (to mean by, BW = dengan)

25 Besides improving bloed circulation, Woodear Mushroom helps people with.....o......

nceages M Putdity  of e Hood: 0 mer

e Some completed the sentence wrongly whereby meaning is distorted e.g.

25 Besides improving blood circulation, Woodear Mﬁsh:mm heips ;Enple w':ﬁ

phlnde L fing . Troa pesplmy 85 Ak AL 11 mark]

o Many candidates failed to note thatthe preposition "wi#s" as owning itor having it.

SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1.

Candidates should read the guestions and instruction carefully and understand the
task requirements,

2. Candidates should be aware of the task requirement which states "Complete the
gentence ..." and should avoid giving two sentences.

3. Candidates should know the importance and significance of adjectives, prepostions,
adverbs and nouns.

4. Candidates should referto the dictionary regularly for accuracy in spelling.

5. Candidates should improve on their handwriting. Examiners may find it difficult to
decipher the spelling because of bad handwriting,

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS
1. The accuracy in spelling should also be highlighted. Teachers should give mare

spelling and dictation exercises. Some candidates were careless in spelling but on
the whole, there has been a marked improvement in this aspect.
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2. Teach candidates to read the task regquirements carefully before answering the
fquestions.

3. Emphasize onthe importance of trangferting onk the necessary information and nat
to copy mindlessly. Candidates need to be aware that the marks could be lost for
mindle sz litting.

4. Ensure that candidates transfer the relevant information correcthy.

SECTION C

COMPREHENSION {Questions 26 — 30)

Question 26 (a)

From paragranh 1 what activity was carried ot on that cay s

Strength

« Lnderstanding the word ‘activity' helped the candidates to give direct answers, for
gxample:

&  Piaht trees

« Lifting part af the sentence intelligently, giving answers like:

& These MWalays/an volunteers weare United by g tass which was o plant trees.
& Topianttreeson s hectares of land.

Weakness

« Responding by liting or copying irrelevant phrases or sentences, for example:

26 (a) From paregraph 1, what activity was carfied out en that day?

Vepuafaers uivles! &4 a gawh go plantgree. (1 mark]

« A possible cause far not heing able to answer this gquestion was the failure to understand
the sword ‘activity'

Question 26 (h)

From paragranh 2wy was fgimoung Delo Permal selected for the profects

Strength

« Lnderstanding the word 'selected’ in the guestion to mean 'chosen' as used in the first
sentence of paragraph 2 and knowing that they had to give a reason to answer Swhy',

oiv ing answers like;

< s ehvironiment had Deen damadedd

Bahasa inggens 2 4 Hupaean Woty Swaoar 5P 2007



4 0r, the whole sentence was lited “Bampung Del Penmal was chosen as its
gmvironirent haol feen clamage o a5 & result of Indisceiminate Jogoing.

Weakness

+ Mot understanding that a reason was to be given for the 'Wampung' being selected hut
gave a reason why the place was damaged’ gave a general aim of the activity. Common
WG 3 NSWErS Were

(§) From paragraph 2, why was Kampung Dek Permai selected for the project?
A5 o result of inclireciminate £99003 .11 mark

e —

{b) From paragraph 2, why was Kampung Dek Permai selected for the project?

T e o HE actiity oms fo profest fe 2<oYT0E

— |

Question 27

W hich phrase from paragramh 4 suoqests that the bhefing was amusing?
Strength

+ Linderstanding thatthe focus of the question was on the ward "amusing' and linking it with
'in stitches', thus giving answers like:

+ Instiches
+  The crowd n shitches

# Hadthe crowd in shifches.,

Weaknesses
« Mot understanding the meaning of 'phrase’, thus giving a one-ward answer like:

_2'5’ Which phrase from paragraph 4 suggests that the briefing was amusing?

Ty e | st v pageqh. b nsget. e g 0 s dnggiomark]

........................................

« Mot realizing that the focus of the question was on ‘amusing' but interpreting it as 'the
biriefing was amusing', thus giving answers like:

27 Which phmse from pa.ragmph 4 suggesls that the briefing was amusing?
ine, Gowd ia ghijches w& Jhis Giip-by- iR T'jmd“'ﬂ'""”' Piaﬂﬁmﬁ“ mark]
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« Copying more than was required:

27 ‘Which phrase from paragraph 4 suggests that the briefing was amusing?

Who had e crowd in sfifches o o

EERRCTT PN T T URE T EEED RN bt il

« ey weak candidates did not attermpt this gquestion, most probably because they did not
understand thewards 'phrase’ and "amusing'.

CQuestion 28 (a)

Fram paragraph 3, what o Ayub Musa rean when he said, "o woukd never dreaim of
carndng a Hahy that waa'?

Strength

+« Heing able to understand that the persan was using an analogy or figurative language,
imphiing that a plant had to be handled carefully like one would handle a baby, thus giving
answers Using their own words ar by [ifting accurately:

TR

A plant alan heeds fo fe handed carefully

Holet the piant B the molfom

Newer hotd the plant By the sterm

Aub mertioned that the next step s fo hanole the young tree with tendes Joving
care &0 Hhat it can grow haaithily

Weaknesses

« Focusing the answer on 'baby' rather than "plant' thus giving answers like:

28 (a) From paragraph 5, what did Ayub Musa mean when he said, “You would

never dream of carrying a baby thal way!™?

Pe ot carry Hhe baby by it aeck ., Lom

28 {a) From paragraph 5, what did Ayub Musa mean when he said, “You would

never dream of carrying a baby that way!™?

« Lifting part of the sentence without changing the pronaun 'it' thus leading to armbiguity:

28 {g) From paragraph 2, what did Ayub Musa mean when he said, “You would

never dream of camying a baby that way!™?
e A ; e
...... ﬁﬁﬂhwﬁfﬂﬂﬁh:wwffwwmmwmmwwLmﬂ

« Llging own words Freplacing words which 1ed to answers which were either wague or did
hot showy the element of ‘care”,
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28 (a) From paragraph 5, what did Ayub Musa mean when he said, *You would
never dream of carrying a baby that way!™?

Cﬂ”rj -j’:'zﬁ'eff»ﬁq'?t'ﬂaf+5! veeneeens 1 HHGFE]

o (n the whole, this que stion was not well answered because it tested high comprehension
skills, requiring the candidates to understand the analogy of the baby and the plant, and
figurative use of language.

Question 28 (b)

From paragrap b B, why s it o ortant not fo damage the roots?

Strength

o Being ahle to relate 'damage the roots' to ‘the plant may die', thus answering accurately
by using their own words or by lifting:

% The plant will die.
4 This may calse the plant to de.

Weakness

¢ Linking the word 'damaged' in the question and the text, thus lifting the sentence:

{# From paragraphz, why is. ;impﬂrlant not te damage the roots?
Mow cut Shrough e plaks bog makng sum Fhel (1 mark)
the rvots o agt  dencged.
Question 29
Fromparagraph 7,
29 (a) what must be done just before removing the plashc bag cormpietels fromihe plant?
Strength
+ Being ahle follow the sequence of events and understanding the use of 'before”:
% Flace the young tree Irto the hole
Vieaknesses

¢ Mot understanding the use of 'hefore’, thus giwing answers which are out of sequence
like:

29 From paragraph 7,

(@) what must be done just befare removing the plastic bag completely from the plant?
&wf{ﬁ}lﬁ.ﬁ"[l mark]
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29 From paragraph 7,

(&) what must be done just before rermoving the plastic bag completely from the plant?

‘Pr_ﬂf‘)qr_&mé?ftll mark)

s Linking the phrase removing the plastic bag' in the question and the text, thus lifting the
sentence:

29 From paragraph 7,

() what must be done just before removing the plastic bag completely from the plant?
:}{'ﬁt corf su rfal;.aaﬁ-:q #e roots breakc q?’“wﬁffz. ;_m § Are remoliing
ﬁ-'ur_ Pplashe: ﬁﬂ"j """ i kg mﬂf L [l mark]

29 by fow can we provide nutrients for the yvoung tree?

Strength

e Understanding that ‘how' in the question requires a process to be mentioned in the
answer, thus:

+ By placing mulch
+ By placing wet muich around the tree
& Apub added that the last step is to place wet mulch around the young tree. (Lifted)

YWe aknesses

s Giving the reason for adding mulch:

(5) how can we provide nuirients Tor The young tree?

’.?ﬁ mu—e’fc Wﬁf” rovr e ﬂw‘ﬁ;ﬂf‘f;&r% -“ﬁ*?‘g

¢ Linking the word 'protection’ in the guestion to the text, thus lifting the sentence, giving
the rea=on for adding mulch:

b} how can we provide nutrients for the young tres?
{4} how can we pro 1;. e

[l mark]

Tog molch wil provede pofechn o well @ quicienls

29 [c) what does the word it in line 40 refer to?
Strength
s Understanding the use of the pronoun 't', thus giving accurate answers like:

#  Muich
& T refersto rmuich
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Weaknesses

o Mot being able to relate 'it' to 'mulch’ thus giving answers like:
+ The roots
4 The sall
+ The plant

o Mot realizing that the answer should fit into the sentence in the text, thus including “wet' in
the answer:

4 Wt mulich
Therefore, the sentence would read: “The wet mudch rmug be wet
Question 30

In yaur apfnion, why were the particihants pleased with the tree-planting activity? Answer in
yaur awn words.

Strength

e« Being able to give their own opinion related to the text or from ther own
knowledygefexperience:

= Inomy opinion, they were pleased because they had leamt to plant trees and at the
same time done thelr part in proteching the enviranment and beautfiying the village.

% The particinants were pleasad becauss they had a great experience and had become
closer to each ather.

% They were pleased because they cowld reduce glabal warming.

Weaknesses

+ Mot understanding the question, thus were unable to give a valid reason why they thought
the paricipants were pleased:

3 In your opinion, why were the participants pleased with the tree-planting activity?
Answer in your own wards,

i ey cpien hay wers Jrowedd beinisy, ey o

M‘“'é"‘ "i'&',fb j“#;j”ﬂ ﬁeqf#&”j" ik (2 marks]

s berely lifting from the passage, ignoring the instruction to use own words:

30 In your opinion, why were the participants pleased with the tree-planting activity?
Answer in your own words,

Tho, participonts pleased wik fle free -plarfng acfitihy tecass
76 profect fe ecosys fear 2 marks]

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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30 In your opinion, why were the participants pléased with the tree-planting activity'?.
Answer in yout own words.

e this actwity avolved  tecowork,

PO PRSPPI [ = ' -~ |

30 In your opinion, why were the participants pleased with the tree-planting activity?
Answer in your awn words.

Tt wos_deor fom e smibo all ool Hat smethig.
losbry  had bon soun i ther heacks.

vireseniireesenne [ 2 HRGFES]

SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1. Make it a habit to look up the meaning of difficult words encountered. (& good
dictionary is a rust)

Read extensively.

Practise comprehension exercises.

Understand key words in the questions.

Afternpt all the questions.

oA Wk

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

1. Candidates should be adept at a wide range of wvocabulary
2. Expose candidates to the use of figurative lanquage

3. Expose candidates to the key words such as "word', 'phrase’ and 'sentence’ which
arevital in answering some comprenension questions.

4. Expose candidates to various types of comprehension passagesfteading materials
other than in texdfrevision books.

5. Encourage candidates to read extensively, including newspaper aricles and
rmagazines.

6. Remind candidates to change the pronouns accordingly when lifting for answers.

SUMMARY WRITING
(QUESTION 31)

The summary question tests the candidates' ability to select and retrieve relevant
infarmation, and then organise the information coherently. The question also tests
candidates' ability to paraphrase effectively and concisely. For this years question, the
candidates are required to surnmarise the steps that should be taken to plant & young tree.
The question is clearly set out to achigve the intended assessment objectives.
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GENERAL PERFORMANCE

On the whole, candidates performed fairly well. Candidates were able to select and retrieve
the required information from the text. They were able to organise the information
coherently. However, a large majority of the candidates relied heavily on the text. Hence,
many candidates did not use much of their own words. So, the language was largely text-
based.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS
Candidates in the High Achievement Group

These candidates are proficient in the language and therefore were able to respond
relevantly to the task. They managed to retrieve most of the information required and were
also able to paraphrase effectively and concisely. They also presented their responses
accurately, showing an ability to use original compound and complex structures.

Candidates in the Average Achievement Group

Candidates displayed a good understanding of the task, eventhough there was a heavy
reliance on the text. There was some form of selective lifting and at times wholesale copying,
but they were still able to get good marks for content and language.

Candidates in the Low Achievement Group

Candidates did not show understanding of the task. There were cases of more or less
complete transcript of the text. There was also mindless lifting which led to fractured syntax.
A small percentage of the candidates did not even attempt the question.

DETAILED PERFORMANCE

Strength

» Good candidates understood the requirements of the task and were able to select the
relevant information to summarise the steps involved in planting a young tree.

» Competent candidates were able to identify all or almost all the content points.

« There were sustained and noticeable attempts at paraphrasing. Expressions were
generally sound.

+« Candidates were able to rewrite the ideas in the passive form, e.qg. Then use a frowel to
dig a hole = a hole is dug using a trowel

+« Candidates were able to accurately substitute words and phrases, e.qg. soak the entire
plastic bag = immerse the bag.

* A large percentage of the candidates were able to do intelligent and selective lifting of
the relevant sections of the text.

« Good use of connectors, especially since the task involved a sequence of steps that
need to be taken to plant a young tree.

» The writing was clear, well-organised and coherent. Spelling and punctuation were
accurate.
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WNeaknesses

« hary candidates were unable to paraphrase due ta their lowe level of proficiency. At
times when candidates tried to paraphrase, meaning was distorted. The expressions
were not alway s secure.

«  Candidates showed a heavy reliance on the given passage and resorted to wholesale
liftirg.

«  Attenmptsto paraphrase were limited to single word substitution.

« \Weak attermpts to reomanise - dropping words indiscriminately,

« eny owealk candidates resorted to do more or less a complete transcript of the text, ie.
they copied sentence after sentence without a clear break

« Mindless lifting — diferent sentences or parts of sentences were put together and
meaning was distorted.

« |ntrusion of irrelevant sections

+« Candidatesincluded their own ideas and opinions

«  Summary excesded the ward limit of 130 wards

LInable to grammatic ally complete the first sentence using the ten introductorne wards eg.
rmissing the werb for the firg content point — & yowwant fo piant g tree, ol need to gl the
things ol reouine .

« Therewas heay frequency of serious errars ar fractured sy ntax which impeded reading.

+«  The summary was poarly arganised and lacked coherence

«  Wrong spelling of words atthough lifted from the passage

Sample 1

....-___‘.'E_.Hs:.'.n.r...w.qﬂf..ﬁﬁiﬂﬂ.t..?,_ftfff..g@...nﬁsi.fc?....!?.rfr.ﬁ..g.-:zfﬁﬁ?.’ altthe....
ikl ibems_neccessary - Next, _the. goung deve Hrat s fo be planfed ..
aush be_handled extug_carefully. After thate the entie plostc....
bag_.f;pﬂ.l'zaﬂr.r.&?giﬁ.ﬁ_m%ﬁf..{Eﬁfdé...f_::f..éﬁ._{q@zéﬁd..sfe??..-,ﬁ...!:..@ff@w..______.
o vaator. Then.. o b bromel.is wsed_to 4 @ hole s fhe grovad...
Eﬁa:.ﬂl.@..g&m@,.p.l'qﬂﬁ:.,,.ff_!'fs?.ﬁ.frg.....t&.r.'é.r...fbf.,.smfei.,dmi.fla ...................
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Comments:
Strength

Thiz candidate was able to select and retrieve the relevant information as required in the
task that is steps taken to plant a young tree. Among the relevant content points mentioned
are:

gathenng the thing s required

handiing the plant with care

soaling the entire plagic bag containing the voung plant
digging & hok

carnying the plant over to the hole

putting the planttng the hole and removing the plastic bag
covering the hole and pressing down the soil

placing mulich

The candidate was able to rephrase effectively by condensing the material to make
concise and also by reorganising the text and forming original sentence structures. The
finished product is rather different from the original text, even though there are phrasesfrom
the text which are difficult to substitute. In rephrasing, the candidate hardly made any errors,
and this has also contributed to the high mark obtained for this question.

Sample 2

ANSWER SHEET FOR QUESTION 31

roe P i
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Comments:
Strength

This candidate was able to select and retrieve the relevant information and thus obtained a
high mark far content.

Weakness

There was limited atternpt at rephrasing, at times the expressions were not secure. At the
same time, there was considerable reliance an the ariginal text. Homwewer, this is better than
wholegale litting and mindless copying of the text. [0 terms of accuracy, the candidate made
a feny errors, mainky because he attermpted to use his own words But, the candidate shoved
somme ability to use ariginal compound and ariginal complex sentences. So on the whale, the
rmarks for bath content and languadge were guite high.

Sample 3
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Sremeed SUnG FEE Cudr Fo Tale: Lur memagn Yoe Blosec bog wrney
domegpva N roors. Flecs Hne 89-08 arEl TS A hole | Peg s Bon rermousd
i B S @Ud - MR, SO S SIS wreng Boi Yo remoyed, sracken; FIERE NS
L T T e T P L e e S e
mow Firmvy LOSk W, Ploep St maich orguncl e SRR IR
Camiments:
Strendgth

This candidate had successully done selective and intelligent liting. This enabled the
candidate to obtain full marks for content. Eventhough the candidate relied quite heavily on
the text, there is clear evidence of rearganising and reshaping. The candidate had also
shown an ability to form ofdinal compound sentences. The weiting is almost accurate. 5o,
the candidate was awarded a high mark for use of English and a fair score for paraphrasing.
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Comment s
Strength

This candidate had done wholesale copying., This enabled the candidate to obtain a
considerably good mark for content.

Weakness

Eventhough the candidate relied guite heawilk an the text, there are some parts which show
tmindless lifting. Errars hecome mare frequent hecause of this mindless liting and sentences
are attimes fractured. This affected the landguade mark.
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Comments
Weakness

Thiz candidate showed almozt total reliance on the origiral tex. The sentences were merely
randamly lited without any understanding of the requirements of thetask. Only the eady pad
of the responze contained relevant infornation from the prescribed area of the summary.
Henoe, a low mark was given for content and the mark for paraphrasing was alzo low
hecauss ofthe mindless lifting.

Eventhough the candidate relied completely on the texd, there were frequent serious errors.
Thiz was because of some fractured syntax as a result of the mindless liting. However,
zome pats were accurately copied. o, on the whole the candidate received lowe mark s for
lamguage.

SUGGE STIOHS TO CANDDATES

1. Alvays keepin mind the task .

2. Uz onlytext within the gipulsted area as stated in the rubhc. Drawlines to indicate
the beginning and the ending of the summary area.

3. Do ot exceed the word limit given.

4. Usethe 10 introdudory swords given.
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5. Complete the opening sentence using the 10 introductory words without any
grammatical errors so that the first content point is not lost.

Build a wider vocabulary, so that paraphrasing is more effective and concise.
Learn to write using a variety of sentence structures.

Learn to use sequence and logical connectors.

Write a draft first and edit it before writing out the summary.

© o~No

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

—_—

Train the candidates to read and understand the text and task.
Teach and train candidates to select and retrieve the main ideas in the passage.

L

¢ Teach them how to differentiate between main and supporting ideas/details.

¢ Teach candidates how to recognise the main clause so that they can select the
main idea while leaving out the unnecessary details.

¢ Teach them to select intelligently
3. Remind candidates to write in one paragraph

4. Remind candidates to use the given 10 introductory words and to use material within
the stipulated boundary (lines)

5. Teach candidates to use suitable cohesive devices such as connectors.

6. Teach and train the candidates, especially those with good linguistic skills, to
paraphrase effectively and concisely.

7. Teach and train candidates to write using a variety of sentence structures, focusing
on ability to form original compound and complex structures.

8. Give more practice to develop summary skills.

SECTIOND
QUESTIONS 32 AND 33
GENERAL PERFORMANCE

Comparatively the candidates performed better for Question 33 (Short Story) than Question
32 (Poem). There were more cases of candidates not attempting Question 32 than for
Question 33. The answers for Questions 33 (a), (b) and (c) could be obtained directly from
the given text. These questions seemed to be typical lower order comprehension questions.
Very general answers were accepted for Question 33(d). It is obvious that some candidates
do not understand the poem well. They could not use their own words to explain the poem.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS
Candidates in the High Achievement Group
For both poem and short story, a majority of the candidates in this category managed to

answer most of the questions. However, they faced some problems when attempting
questions that involved candidates’ use of own words like Question 32d and Question 33d.
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Candidates in the Average Achievement Group

For candidates in this category, they seemed to be able to secure marks in answering
questions that were direct in nature, for instance Question 32a, Question 33a and Question
33b, which are questions with answers that could be partially lifted. Other questions that
were slightly indirect and demanded a shade of critical thinking seemed to be beyond their
reach. However, some might be lucky enough to pull through for questions such as Question
33d. For poem, they might be able to answer if they were well-versed in the line-by-line
meaning of the poem that could be leamnt by heart without fully understanding the poem.

Candidates in the Low Achievement Group

For candidates in this category, they were handicapped in answering most of the questions.
Quite a number did not even attempt to answer, especially Question 32. Some did show
initiative to do something, but most of the time they lifted mindlessly from the prescribed
texts.

DETAILED PERFORMANCE

QUESTION 32 (POEM)

For Question 32 (poem), candidates seemed to have problems in demonstrating an
understanding of the lower order reading and comprehension skills and sub-skills at
production level. This had caused the candidates to be unable to fuffill the very first
assessment objective of Section D. They did not seem to be familiar with the very basics of
the poem, which were the understanding of line-by-line meaning of the poem, which was
directly required in Question 32b, Question 32¢ and Question 32d. These questions were
very direct and should not have imposed any problem for the candidates if they were to
comprehend the line-by-line meaning of the poem which could be leamnt by heart and
reference materials are in abundance in the market. Failure in attempting Question 32a
illustrated the candidates’ weakness in grammar, either in the understanding of pronoun
reference or the difference between first person and third person pronouns.

QUESTION 32 (a)
In stanza ii line 3, to whom does the word they refer?

» Most candidates could lift precisely, 'mother and grandmother’ without including the
pronoun ‘my’.

« They could qualify ‘mother and grandmother’ with the comrect pronoun, e.g., ‘the
persona's or the poet's or his mother and grandmother'.

» \Weaker candidates lift the correct line %f's true i have growled at my mother and
grandmother’ or phrase ‘my mother and grandmother’ but without changing the pronoun.

« Qualifying mother and grandmother’ with incorrect pronouns, e.g., their’.
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QUESTION 32 (b)

in stanza iii line 2, what does si tenggang mean when he says, ‘1 have brought myself
home”?

* Better candidates could provide precise answers like,
He has returned to his country or express the idea of coming back to his homeland

+« Some candidates gave the wrong answer by using the Future Tense — i.e. he will come
home.

+ Candidates often showed lack of understanding by randomly lifting off the text.

QUESTION 32 (c)
Which line in stanza iii shows that si tenggang has not completely changed?

* Good candidates could zoom in on the correct line or lines.
» \Neaker candidates extend their lifting beyond one line and those who misunderstood the
question went to the extent of paraphrasing the line.

QUESTION 32 (d)

“the contents of these boats are yours too”
in your own words, what do you think si fenggang means by the statement above?

« Those who provide the correct answer know that the figurative meaning should be taken
— and are able to give the idea of ‘'sharing’.

» \Neaker candidates provide irrelevant answers related to the theme or setting. Some
randomly lift from the text. Others did not attempt.

QUESTION 33 (SHORT STORY)

The sub-questions appear to be quite balanced in terms of the level of difficulty. Thus, they
cater for a wide range of candidates in terms of their level of proficiency.

For Question 33a and Question 33b, a similar problem of the misuse of pronouns occurred.
Answers could be lifted from line 3 and line 4 of the extract indicating their ability to apply
lower order comprehension skills at production level. However, candidates’ effort was futile if
they failed to change the first person pronoun in the extract to the third person pronoun
required when answering the questions.

QUESTION 33 (a)
What does Wilson do every time someone tiies to speak to him?

s Better candidates lift precisely, ‘runs away'. while some lift the whole sentence and
change the pronoun, ‘He runs away when the writer goes near him’.

» \Neaker candidates lift the whole sentence without changing the pronoun ‘' or lift beyond
permissible limits, e.qg., ‘He walks in the hills on his own. He runs away’.
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QUESTION 33 (b)

What was Assunta supposed to do with the money given to her?

Most candidates could easily provide the correct answer, ‘buy some tobacco for hin .
Less able candidates resort to lifting the whole sentence without changing the pronoun ‘',
‘I give her some money so that she can buy some tobacco for him’.

QUESTION 33 (c)

What was the writer's opinion of Wilson's life?

Question 33¢ seemed to be a problematic one for the majority of the candidates. Good
candidates managed to lift the word “terrible” from the extract or words that suggested
“unhappiness” such as “miserable”, “sad’, “unhappy’, etc, others suggested words like
“crazy”’, “poor”, etc, which were not accepted.

Quite a number attempted wholesale lifting from lines 8 to 9 “He lives happily for twenty-
five years” or from line 6 “What a terrible way to live,” | said, which were also
unacceptable.

QUESTION 33 (d)

If you were Wilson’s friend, how would you help him sofve his problems?
in your own words, suggest one way.

Most candidates could get the marks as a very wide range of answers are acceptable
due to the nature of the question. They were able to suggest at least one way of helping
Wilson personally. A majority managed to give a personal response that was somehow
relevant to the task in relation to the prescribed literary text. Most candidates were able to
give sensible answers like “advise hiny’, “help him find a job”, “help him improve his living
condition”. However, the subjective nature of the question and the perceptive nature of
the criterion “sensible answer” in the mark scheme posed a problem to the examiners in
awarding marks for this question. For instance, “asked Wilson fo stay with me” and
“tatked to him and helped him to start all over again” which could be a “sensible”
suggestion but at the same time, could contradict with the logic and practical
implementation of the suggestion in one’s real life. In addition to this, the issue of how
relevant the answer was to the extract given was another grey area. For instance,
“helped him to look for a job” may not be applicable to Wilson who was portrayed as a
person who seemed to have had lost his mind in this particular extract. However,
candidates were given the benefit of the doubt whereby marks were awarded, without
having to demonstrate their genuine understanding of the short story.

Some answers were not accepted as the candidates merely stated the desire or moral
duty to help Wilson but did not specify how.

SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1. Change their perception on literature component — it is actually simple and easy to
learn as well as to score in the exam.

2. Learn the literary meanings of the words used in the poems.

Bahasa Inggetis 2 25 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2007



3. Do as many exercises as possible to get enough exposure on different kinds of
questions.

4. Learn how to express ideas/opinions in answering higher order type of questions.
5. Avoid direct/total lifting in answering questions.

6. Candidates need to be able to understand the question and what is required by the
question.

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

1. Expose candidates to different kinds of questions for poems and short stories.

2. Expose candidates to literary elements in poems and short stories even though it's
only ‘small L.

3. Give them the literary meanings of some of the words found in the poems for
example in si tenggang's — the contents of the boat.

4. Teacher should also explain in detail the poem and short story — i.e. not just the
meaning in general.

5. Give candidates more exercises and teach them how to answer the questions.

6. Teacher should also teach candidates on how to express their ideas and give
opinions on the poem and short story by giving them higher order comprehension
questions.

7. Try to make the lesson interesting by relating the poem/short story to our day to day
life and to make it simple for candidates to comprehend.

8. Teach candidates how to lift answers correctly especially in changing pronouns.

Question 34

Q34. ‘ltisimpottant fo have a person you ook up to in your life.’
From the novel that you have read, wiite about one character that you look up fo.
Give reasons why you choose him/her.

STRENGTH

Some of the candidates were able to provide answers that were consistently relevant and
convincing to the task specified. They were also able to provide detailed and well-developed
textual evidence on reasons why they look up to the character chosen. The language used is
also accurate, easily understood and very well -organised.

a) Introductory paragraph

Candidates were able to understand the task. They identified the character and gave
reasons why they looked up to these characters. Most candidates identified either Kino or
Juana from the novel ‘The Pearl’, Ravi or Periathai from ‘The Return’ and Pak Kia or Zaidi
from the ‘Jungle of Hope'. This was followed by the reasons for their choice and the textual
evidence. Some candidates did give a brief background introduction before going into the
details.

Even very weak candidates were able to give a satisfactory introduction such as, ‘I choose
the novel ‘Jungle of Hope’ by Keris Mas. | choose Pak Kia.’
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b) Length

The length was appropriate with reasons and supporting details given. It varied according to
the language ability of the students. Good and average but ambitious candidates had a
tendency to give longer answers. Some lengthy responses were mere characterization or
memorized texts in parts.

c) Events
Most candidates were able to identify the events to support their reasons and these were
accurate and relevant. They cited 3-4 relevant events from the novel to support their

reasons. A few were able to give detailed textual evidence to support their arguments.

d) Shape of the arguments

Candidates usually stated their reasons at the beginning of the paragraph followed by the
textual evidence from the novel. The evidence was thorough and supported with well-
developed textual evidence. The textual evidence was clearly related to the reasons given.
The arguments given showed some maturity of thought and they portrayed candidate’s own
personal response and were not memorised.

Many candidates were able to provide a good argument based on the themes of the novel
like ‘love’ and family unity’.

Even weak candidates were able to give their reasons followed by the event. e.g.
Besides, | look up to Pak Kia because he courage when he was lost his baby. His baby was
died.

e) Ability to prove points

Candidates were able to prove points by citing appropriate events to support the reasons
given. For example:

Juana is a brave woman. She is brave to make a decision that will save her family from the
evil doings of the pear. This can be seen when Kino refuses to listen to her advise to throw
the peari back into the sea, She makes a brave decision to throw the peati back fo the sea
by herself although she knows that Kino will be angry with her. She is brave to face Kino’s
wrath for the sake of protecting her family from the pearl’s evil influence.

Candidates were also able to compare two characters to prove the point given e.g.

Juana is sensible. When Coyotito is stung by a scorpion, she immediately takes the baby in
her amms and sucks out the poison from the wound. She then insists for a docfor to treat her
son, even though she knows that no doctor will come to the briish houses as her people are
poor and cannot afford the medical fees. Her reaction to this incident shows that this is the
only way to save her baby uniike Kino. Kino can only think of destroying the scorpion to vent
out his anger at it and after that he seems helpless and does not know what to do to save his
crying son.

) Citing right reasons

Most candidates were able to cite appropriate reasons to support the character chosen. The
reasons given were logical and suitable.
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As most candidates chose Juana as the character they looked up to, the reasons given were
appropriate as they were the positive qualities Juana possessed. e.g.

Juana is wise.

Juana is brave.

Juana is loyal and patient.

Juana is a woman of great determination.
Juana is far-sighted.

q) Concluding paragraph

Not many candidates had a conclusion to their answer. Only a handful summarized their
piece of writing.

Candidates mostly ended their arguments with a short conclusion especially summing up the
reasons as to why they looked up to the character. For example:

As Juana possesses the qualities of being brave, strong-willed, loyal and patient, this makes
her stand out from the other characters in the novel. That is why | look up to her,

Some candidates ended by relating the qualities Juana possessed are the qualities that they
should possess in life.

Juana has taught me to be loyal, patient, rational, loving and caring especially towards family
members. With the qualities | will be a better person and will be able to go through life
successfully.

h) Language

Most candidates used language that was sufficiently accurate, while some were able to use
largely accurate language. Sentences were secure and varied. Vocabulary used was
enough to convey intended meaning. Some were able to use words and expressions that
deserved merit. For example:

" Strong-willed’
‘...not easily blinded by the dreams the pear! has fo offer...
‘...the evil snare of the pearii...

Mostly simple structures were used without much difficulty. The vocabulary used was
relevant and precise.

WEAKNESSES

Though able to introduce the character and cite reasons for their choice, candidates did
have problems selecting the details or rather the correct textual evidence. Some of the
details given are not related to the reason given.

The response given was clearly taken or adapted from workbooks instead of evidence from
the text read.
For example: Ravi is from Sungai Petani.
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i) Introductory paragraph

Very weak candidates were unable to introduce the character properly. This was due to their
poor command of the language. Some gave multiple characters which showed that they did
not understand the rubric that is the task.

Most of the introductions were rather monotonous e.g.

The novel that | have studied in Fornmn Five is The Pean, written by John Steinback. The
character that | look up to is Kino.

i Length

Quite a number of candidates did not even attempt the question. Some students wrote one
or two sentences only.

k) Events
Candidates wrote what they had learnt/memorized.

Some candidates wrote 3 or 4 events to support their reasons. However, these were short
like a synopsis. The details given were not enough to enable them to get high marks e.g.

‘In addition Juana also loving wife and mother. She will waked up eatly to make the
breakfast for her family. She also tried to suck out the poison from Coyotito’s body when her
baby was stung by scorpion.

Juana is a brave woman. She dares to try to thiow the pearl back into the sea without her
husband’s permission.

Juana is a loving mother. She does not complain when she has to care for her son Coyotito.

Some candidates could not relate the reasons to the events. They just listed some reasons
and then gave a narration of the story.

Some events were distorted and others were factually wrong.
Some of the events cited were not convincing e.g.
Juana is a caring wife and mother. She wakes up eady and cooks for them. (This is a

common routine and in no way convinces us that Juana is caring.)

)] Shape of the arguments

Most of those who selected the details to support their reasons were unable to elaborate on
them. They just stated the character and reasons.

Most candidates just gave a brief statement without developing the details. e.g.
He is also headstrong and proud. He is a brave man who is willing to sacrifice himself for his
pear! and familys sake. He tells Juana he will protect the pear even though problems come

continuously.

Juana is also a very detennined mother. This is shown when Coyotito is stung by a scorpion
and she quickly gets the baby and sticks otit the poison at Coyoflito’s shotilder.
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m) Ability to prove points

Candidates were not able to provide textual evidence as they were unfamiliar with the plot
and characters in the novel. There were cases where candidates gave a general statement
with no mention of the characters. A few were actually talking about the short stories they
had studied. For example, they cited Assunta as the character they looked up to.

Most candidates failed to develop their textual evidence. They were not thorough or just fell
back on model answers from books. The weaker candidates gave evidence that were not
relevant or related to the task e.g.

| admire Juana because she is wise. She is wise to prepare comcakes for breakfast every
moming.

She is patient because she wants fo throw the peari back fo sea by herself.

Some candidates were unable to provide suitable evidence due to factual errors. For
example:

Juana tried to stop the scomion using her hands from falling onto her baby, Coyofito.

Juana helps her hushand from being killed by the attacker who wants to buy the pear! at a
low piice.

n) Citing right reasons

There were candidates who cited negative reasons for the candidates they looked up to. For
example, ‘Pak Kia is selfish.

Some of the reasons cited were not convincing based on textual evidence given e g.
When her son Coyotito was killed by a guin shof, she remained caim.

0) Concluding paragraph

Most candidates did not conclude their piece of writing.
i) Another weakness that is prevalent is the inclusion of factual errors.
Example 1

Pak Kia escapes the attack when he was saved by Zaidi. Zaidi shoot the wild boar and
caused the wild boar dead.

Example 2

Pak Kia is a strong man. He managed to explore the forest without any follower behind
him besides his own brothers.

Example 3

Pak Kia helped his villagers and provide them work in his farm, include Zaidi when price
of rubber decrease vigorously.
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Example 4

Pak Kia stick to planting paddy than rubber planting because he doesn’t want fo disobey
the government and does not rebel the sultan.

Example 5
After selling his land to Pendekar Atan, Pak Kia became the richest man in homefown.

i) In some scripts, there is some confusion regarding the relationship between the
characters, for example, “Zaidi is Pak Kia’s son’,
“Karim, the brother of Pak Kia”, "Juana is husband to Kino" and etc.

i) Some candidates fail to understand the requirement of the task and expound on the
flaws/weaknesses of the character chosen.

Example: Kino is described as someone who is fierce, ill-tempered and impatient. He
abused his wife by punching and kicking her when Juana tried to throw the peai back into
the sea.

iv) Another common finding among the weaker candidates is that some provide the
synopsis of the novel (most probably memorized) rather than giving reasons.

p) Language

Some were very weak candidates who responded to the task in the Malay Language.

Language is their biggest shortcoming. Candidates were unable to express their thoughts
because their language was weak and often blurred e.g.

The peail is kill Kino.

When he found the peari, family Kino is missing the moral loving in family because Kino is
seffish.
The main grammatical errors identified are:

. Problems with tenses
She being hit by Kino.
She was strucked by her husbhand.

. Inconsistent use of tenses
When Jana tiies to throw the peail into the sea, Kino stopped her.
When they were chased by the trackers, Kino asks her to eave him.

. Subject-verb agreement
Juana take care of Coyotito nicely.
Kino find the peari of the world.
She suck the poison from her baby.
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OTHER COMMON MISTAKES

. Candidates wrote a synopsis of the novel and did not actually address the task.

. Some candidates were unable to construct even simple sentences.

. By giving several reasons, candidates lost marks as in the end they did not give
detailed evidence.

. Inconsistent use of tenses. It was common to see candidates respond to the task in
both the present and past tense e .g.

When Juana tries to throw the pearl into the sea, Kino stopped her.
When they were chased by the trackers Kino asks Juana to leave him.
. Errors in subject verb agreement:
. Errors in the use of pronoun, e.g.:
Juana loves their son Coyotito.
Juiana was beaten by his husband.
Juana is a determined person. He is determined to protect he family from the evil pearl.
® Misspelling of names: e.g. Kino as Kina, Juana a Juvaha, Juono,Guana, Huana, Huna,
and Coyotito as Koyotito.

. Factual errors:

Most candidates stated that Juana prepared breakfast for her husband Kino and her
son Coyotito;
Juana has son, name Kino.

. Common spelling errors e.g. rasionally, struggle, to advice Kino, determine man, iiffle
churh, poinson, buffalos, jugle, ekonomical, adept, suceed, preserverence,arogan,
pear(pean), stil and supertitious

. Punctuation errors e.g. Kino bitsh house, Juana baby and Pak Kia brother, follow it's
teaching

. Preposition errors e.g. fook up on Juana, look up for his family, On conclusion, depend
on his brother for support his family, happen on him

. Use of BM words e.g. he not “tamak” like his brother, Zaidi want help Pak Kia become
more “maju” and not so “kolot”

SUGGESTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1. Read the novel and understand it well. Textual evidence is always important when
responding to a task.

2. Read the rubric carefully and address the task relevantly.

3. Know the details of the main or significant events in the story so as to produce
accurate and sufficient textual support.

4. Be familiar with the plot and characters in the story.

5. Do not memorise themes, plot, characters etc without any understanding. Leam to
relate what has been learnt to the requirements of the task and give an appropriate
response.

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

1. Ensure candidates read and comprehend the contents of the novel.
2. Teach candidates all the elements of the novel: theme, plot, character etc.
3. Do not encourage mere memorization.
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4. Teach and train candidates to respond relevantly to a task, or to give their opinions
on the elements in the gory. Thiz can be done through debates

5. Teach candidate zto rezpond with texual support.
6. Remind and advize candidatezto anawer all the gquedions.

7. Alow candidates to viewthe CD provided by the Curriculum Development Centre to
help them vizualize and undergtand the story.

g. Teacherz should encourage candidates to read the tex and not the svnopsiz. Guide
and teach the candidatez on how to analvze the charaders, events, themes and
moral values. Candidates should be taught how to relate two elements zuch asz
charaderizdion and theme, charadernzation and moral valuez and z0 on. For

indance, teachers can do interesting activitiez on character analvsiz with the
candidd ez (e.g. sits, "Zuesz Me", "Advice Column) during leszons to help them 1o

get to knowthe charaders.

9. Gothrough past vear gquedions but do not encourage memonzation. Get gudents to
note down the events chaper by chapter or uze a mindmap to map out the details.

10. Uze cartoon werzions to help candidates to understand the gordine, paticulady
candidd ez with low proficiency of the language.

11. Candidates must be taught and reminded 1o uze the corred tenze when anawering
thiz gquedion i.e. the prezent tenze. However, if they decide to uze the padt tenze,
they should be conzsigtent and not mix up the tenses.

12. Candidatez should not ke too dependert on workbookz asz #t limits their own
irterpretations and hampers their own oreative responsesiopinion s when answering
guedionz on literature.

APPE HDIX: Zamples of anawners
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Candidates who give a relevant response to the task provide reasons and textual evidence
but withowt much detsil, manage to score 7 or 5. The language proficiency of these
candidaes, in general, iz average whete meaning iz nd in doubt and there are frequent
errars.
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Sample 3
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Candidates merely mention the reasons and provide some factual evidence. Although the
response is relevant to the task, the evidence is not well-developed.

Sample 4
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Sample 7
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Weak candidates (Samples 4-8) give responses that are of little relevance or no relevance to
the task. Very little textual evidence is given and many show no understanding of the task at
all. The language proficiency of these candidates is very low.
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